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One of th rout s fro Colombo to Bibile · a  through Kandy, 
Bunnasgiriya and iyangan • lthough this is on of the ost 
difficult, it does afford a backdrop of extrem ly b autiful 

cenery. 
It as along th1s rout that iya ena, a young man of 20, 

ae driving a jeep on h1 ay fro Co o bo to Bibil , to rds 
the latter rt of ug t, 1969. Th Je p belo ged to the nti-

ari Campaign 0 fie situat d in Bibile d the it r hap­
pened to be th acting edic of ic of health in Bibile at 
that t •  • Th exact da e of the incid n is reco ded in a di 
which s been te porarily i placed but it o t certainly took 
place on a week y during the la t t o we k of ugust, 1969, 
1. e. 18th. to 22 d. or 25th. to 29th. 

N 

SCALE: ._, __,�_..__ ......... _.....___.1 �- M I LE S 
0 10 

ccord·ng to abo t 6. 30 in the evening 
when he ssed th cent e of H sgiri a d 
w ab ut ten ·1 s f o • T e sun had et al t 
co pletely t tbi ti • (I the ti of una t is 
f irly co tant, ryi only by 10 o 15 · ut throughout 
the y r, co par d to countri that re o lat·tudes further 

fro t uato . ) Du f st appr ching and by then 
d witched on th eadl·g of the j p. 
The r d i thi re 1s qu·te indi • .t r eo · t -

rough th illag , i na dro e along or a urther le, 
cl· bi t dil till h c to a traight, fl t tr tc of 
th road ith bout 150 ar to the n xt nd 

V1 ibil t a ot · ired b fog or d ther 
s no rain. Th l1ghts of the four- heel iv j p ere ery 

po erful, pro j et· on to the s ·de of the road a 11 a 
h d uch mor n in the c s of a c r. 

i e wa alon i h j p. he c e on to th st­
r, ight etr tch of the road roundi g the 1 st bend, so thing 

ov·ng to hi left c ught hi ye. thie poi t of th tory 
it i i rta to vi ual � th 1 cape at the loc tion. 



BALL OF FIRE AT �IASGIRIYA 

The road is cut across a hill, and towards the left edge is 
the bank of the hill rising up and away at a gradient of about 
1:4. To the right of the road, beyond its edge, the hill continues 
down along a steep slope to reach a flat area with bushes, shrub 
and some rocks. The next bend is roughly one hundred and fifty 
yards away. 

PLAN VIEW 

Reflexly, Piyasena slowed down the jeep and at the same time 
turned his eyes more than the head, as drivers often do, to get 
the moving object into focusu What he saw was something he had 
never seen in his life before. 

It was a light, "eliya" he said. But it was not an ordinary 
light like an electric bulb, a candle flame or a kerosene lamp. 

It was a ball of light, or as he expressed it in his own 
language, "an illuminated ball". The colour was a very bright 
green, which as he put it, "went right through the eyes" because 
it was so intense. Additionally, it had a yellowish-orange glow 
to it. Piyasena said it was difficult to describe this mixture of 
colours together - bright green and yellow-orange. 

The object did not illuminate the area as an electric light 
would have done. This is why Piyasena used the expression "an 
illuminated ball", in an attempt to portray this curious feature. 
Some researchers refer to this 'non-illumination effect' as B2a­
reflecting light and the theory has been put forward that it 
involves an unknown type of radiation. However, Piyasena's fear 
was only beginning. 

The ball was not on the ground. It was between two and three 
feet above the slope of the hill. Its size was smaller than that 
of a football but larger than that of a grape-fruit, about 8-10 
inches in diametero 

By this time Piyasena had brought the jeep to a complete 
halt but he left the lights ono The ball moved rapidly down the 
hill and on to the road,following the contour of the ground and 
maintaining a constant height between two and three feet. It made 
no sound and this terrified Piyasena, who sat quietly in his seat 
observing the phenomenon. It did not affect the lights of the 
jeep, and as far as is known, did not affect the engine which was 
still idling. 



4 BALL F FIRE AT HUNN GIRIYJ 
When the ball reached the middle of the road, it stopped 

absolutely still for about ten seconds and "looked at" Piya ena, 
s he put it. Then it started up t the same brisk speed as be­

fore, traversed the remainder of the road to the right-hand edge 
and then down the slope till it dieapp ared from view, taking a 
few seconds to do eo. t no time did it descend from its origi� 
height abo the ground. 

iyasena was quite shaken. The light stopping and "looking 
at" hi was the last straw as far a he was concerned. He threw 
the jeep into reverse gear, turned it around at the first avail­
able spot and sped back towards Hunna giriya, where he slept the 
night, arriving in Bibile only next morning. Hie fear was typica: 
of any per on suddenly coming up against the unkno'W!l. t no time 
did the ball of fire menace him. 

He was an intelligent young who had sat, and passed the 
s.s.c. examinations (equivalent to GCE •o• Levels). If not for 
the une plo ent proble he would have been holding a better job. 
By nature, he was a pleasant, open-minded person with no history 
of psychiatric illnesses or recourse to drugs. 

The total duration of the sighting was roughly sixty seco­
nds. The writer does not wish to speculate on what this object 

y h ve been but �t infor the reader that there is a legend 
of the Hwmasgiriy Deva.tta, an unknown phe o enon long asso­
ciated with this area. Whether a UFO has bee seen regularly in 
these parts and has gi en rise to the legend is a point worth 
studying • 

• 
Eliy - i inh la 1 u ge, in this eo text , me ns liirht. 

De� tta - in Sinhala 1 uoge me s benevoler t h venly 
bei g. 

Dr.S r th de Sil 
.B . B . S ., M .R .C . syct 

Highlights fro Issue o.3 of thi 
published i rch, 1980. Order yo 
will be gre t • • • • •  

( ART II) 

jour 1, due to be 
copy ow de 

INTERNATIO AL UFO CONGRESS 

n se rcher with existing fil s o UFO are urged to 
co tact the Sri UFO R giater. Our ddr ss is o 
t e cover g • 

d 
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The Sri nka UFO B&gieter conduct d a interview with Mr. Rex Dut 
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8 INTER VIE\ TH REX DUTTA 

thoa mo e ts 
It is quite different thing. It's got to be! The questio s 

have to be more i telligent th the scie tists can sk - and 
certa· y re i tellig t than our scienti ts c answer. 

_________ ......._ : So UFOs eo e fro everywhere? 

No, they e b sed. You ee, where is your i d? It y 
per p be a here but perhap it's b ed at Sri nka .  Mi 

b ed i Lo don. It' true d ot true, bee use · d c n go to 
Ceylo d be i Engl d at the 

They re s t development, 
life-for nd they do 't h t we hav • 

e re duality creatures ow where we 
get the ehe k for it - but e i in that the e tir Galaxy is s 
back rd s e re. d you knor, there's so e of u swaggering 
around, rticul rly i the Royal Co11 ge of Materialistic cie ce 
t t actually thi logic, thought d mi d, tarted with us ear­
thlings d that the e tire Galaxy s d b-witted omething or 
th other till th y c alo • ere such co ceit co e fro I 
do ot know! 

INT VIEWER: But you do admit UFOs have cert i def · · te shapes 

DUTTA: ny s pe th thli.ng w ts, fe r or expects, 
cio1�ly or eo ciously. 

If you t a golde -haired ea iah, you'll get it. If your 
per o 1 ur tink , you'll see sulphur-sme ling mo ters a d if 
we re terribly eo ceited, e see i •t tions of our elves - of 
course, not quite s ood ourselves - i.e. h oids. 

re you saying that UFOs re re ctio 

REX DUTT : No, no, o! You re back ith Jung, you 
the excuse line. You re forgetting the h dr d to 
thi is the sli w y of the "nuts a d bolts" • 

No, we've got to face he f et th t there's 
great r th our puny ittle one which can o y eo 
CO d hand. 

e back with 
solid eJ.ght-

ar 

e' e got to get this t 1ght. e're the kids. e'v only 
got five senses, we h ve 't yet got the sixth a d seventh. It's 
pote tial, it's 1 te t. ought to de elop it. So e rthling 
have de elop d it. Th t's the whole poi t but e r ot going to 
do it with the Royal Colleg of Materialistic Scie d its 
li ·tations. 

VIEWER: Ca we cl ssify the types of UFO? 

-- - --- ----------------------------------------------- ---------- -- ------------------------
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THAT SHO S 'FLYING DISCS' EXIST • • •  from p ge 5 11 
-

0 e of the ost vocal d persiste t to state th t the US 

b 

up fi owl edge bout UFOs w s r -
jor, Do ld E. Keyhoe. Betwee 1950 d 

four books d erous gazi e r-
victio th t the US ir Force had s c-
clu that "flyi s ucers" w re re 

vi tio writ r a event ly to 
1 I vestig tio s Co mittee o 

the 

e 
st tee 

vi-

this me would hav subs tiated 
it had bee d public t th 

eg nts, University of Colorado. 
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